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Contact a KCA Feed Yard today
Double B&S Cattle Co.
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Fowler, KS 

(620) 885-4558

Hoxie Feed Yard
Scott Foote
Hoxie, KS 

(785) 386-4519 

Lindsey Creek Feeders, LLC.
Perry Owens 

Minneapolis, KS 
(785) 392- 2184

Learn more about these fine KCA feed yards on the KCA website!
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Livestock Mortality Management
The rare, but catastrophic large number mortality events 
that occur in livestock production gained national spot-
light this year with the heat related deaths of cattle in 
Southwest Kansas.  The rarity and the number of ani-
mals involved helped fuel the conspiracy theories and 
public uncertainties regarding the event.  Kansas has 
two agencies that do respond to these events and both 
did a great job.  The Kansas Department of Health En-
vironment Bureau of Field Services aided in the final 
disposition of mortalities and the Kansas Department 
of Agriculture Division of Animal Health provided infor-
mation to the public as to how this type of event occurs.   

There are a number of reasons for large mortality livestock 
events, which is not today’s topic.  What happens when 
these do occur regardless of the cause (assuming weath-
er or disease related)?  For a permitted livestock feeding 
operation, a call is placed to KDA and KDHE to alert the 
agencies of the event and get resources and personnel in 
play.   For many of these operations one item is already 
in play, the preselection of an emergency burial site with 
KDHE.  This site has been selected with consultation with 
the facility and KDHE technical staff including a site visit 
to the proposed location by field staff.  Allow this site is 
pre-selected filed with KDHE a final approval from KDHE 
and the County Commissioners is required prior to use.  

Most often this site is not used, as it is set up for an 
event that would require the disposal of the entire facility.  
Typically, events are much smaller but still catastroph-
ic.  Basically, in the event of a large mortality incident 
there are three options; burial on producer owned prop-
erty, composting either at the facility or nearby, and dis-
posal at a permitted solid waste landfill.  Each of these 
options has pros and cons based on but not limited to 
cost, personnel requirements, environmental consider-
ations, land requirements, event cause, and time of year.   

Burial operations when soil types, depth to groundwater, 
facility location can provide a fairly quick option.  Com-
posting can provide a option that retains the nutrient 
contained in the carcass for agronomic use however re-
quires time and labor.  Lastly, there are times when there 
is a permitted solid waste land nearby that will take the 
mortalities.  This route comes with tipping fees and is not 
common.

For daily mortality losses these same options are avail-
able for permitted facilities and unpermitted facilities 
can utilize composting if their site is less than ½ acre in 
size.  KDHE in the last few years has worked to make 
the process of utilizing mortality management options 
other than rendering better for Kansas producers.  This 
includes the development of Policy that outlines rec-
ommendations and requirements for these options.  A 
new option that has been added during this time is 
aboveground composting.  Basically, this is a shallow 
burial that promotes carcass degradation by soil mi-
crobes and uptake of nutrients by crops or native plants. 

For more information contact Matt at the KCA office.

"Serving the midwest for over 40 years."

Toll-Free 1-800-667-0094
www.vwpltd.com

Dark Oil Penta Treated Fence Posts 
& Ag Fence Rails

Ballot Correction
Ballot Item #1 COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABEL-
ING
Be it resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion supports Mandatory Country of  Origin Label-
ing on all imported and mixed origin cattle and beef, 
where the importer will bear the burden of  proof  and 
cost. 

Be it further resolved that United States Depart-
ment of  Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services imme-
diately remove livestock from the U.S. Department of  
the Treasury 304(a)(3)(J)  “J-List”, thereby requiring 
all imported cattle to be marked with a permanent, 
visible mark of  origin as a condition of  entry into the 
United States. 

Be it further resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s 
Association and the Kansas Animal Health Depart-
ment makes every effort to implement permanent, 
mandatory visual identification of  all imported cattle.  

Be it further resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s 
Association supports legislation and/or regulation 
which requires beef  promoted as “USA Beef ” be 
born, raised, and harvested in the USA. 
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24th Annual Convention and Trade Show Sponsors
Corporate

Envu Range and Pasture 

Prime
Animal Health International
Farm Credit Associations of  

Kansas
GoBob Pipe and Steel Sales, LLC.

High Bred Simmental
RanchLand Feed / ADM Animal Nutrition

Rawhide Portable Corral
Wilson Trailer Sales 

 
Choice

Ag Choice Feed and Grain / MFA Feeds
Allflex Livestock Intelligence

Central States Testing 
Emprise Bank

Huvepharma, Inc.
HydraBed by Triple C, Inc.

INTRUST Bank, NA
KanEquip, Inc.
KEY Apparel
Ireland Cattle

Kauffman Seeds, Inc.
Kubota Tractor Corporation

Merck Animal Health
Natures Formula
Nutrien Solutions
PlainJans Gloves
Roto-Mix, LLC.  

Schwieterman, Inc.
JL Angus - Lee & Janet Robbins
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The First Hydraulic Corral 
and still the Largest!

Rawhide Processor

• Pull on highway at speed limit.
• Fits through any gate your  

pickup will.
• Stable on uneven terrain.
• Wheels on each panel and  

electric over hydraulic jack 
eliminates lifting— saves time.

• Frame gates for sorting.

Rawhide Original

Rawhide Portable Corral
900 NORTH WASHINGTON ST., ABILENE, KS 67410

785.263.3436
www.rawhideportablecorral.com

3 Sizes 
Available!

• Transport wheels are 
permanent, no sliding off the 
axles and rolling out of the way.

• Permanent sheeted  
adjustable alley.

by John McDonald

The Kansas Cattlemen’s Association held its annual 
benefit auction on Saturday evening of the 24th Annu-
al KCA Convention.  Andrew Miller provided his auc-
tioneering skills for the event.  Monies raised from the 
benefit auction support KCA and the KCA and GoBob 
Scholarship Program.

This year, KCA members Dallas and Sarah Luthi do-
nated a High Bred Simmental heifer for the rollover 
auction.  Possession of the heifer was sold to the high-
est bid by Jim and Janie Barber for a total of $2,975.  
Including rollover, the grand total raised for the auction 
was $20,680 

Thank you to the many donors and participants for the 
contributions and efforts in helping make the 24th An-
nual KCA Benefit Auction a huge success!  Additional-
ly, a special thank you to Kim Woodall and Tyler Dupy 
for working on-site during the convention to coordinate 
the benefit auction and to Wyatt Miller, Emery Mills,  
and Codie Cannon  for providing their professional 
modeling skills.  

Special Thank you to All of the Participants of the 2022 Benefit Auction
Ag Choice Feed and Grain / MFA 
Feeds
Brian Bartels
302 Oak St.
Emporia, KS 66801
(316) 621-9033
bbartels@mfa-inc.com

Envu Range and Pasture
Derek Sebastian
2114 18th Street Rd.
Greeley, CO 80631
derek.sebastian@envu.com

GoBob Pipe & Steel Sales, LLC.
Bob Studebaker
P.O. Box 429
Mounds, OK 74047
(918) 827-4500
bob@gobobpipe.com
www.gobobpipe.com

Hampel Oil Distributors, Inc.
Dan Quaney
2121 W. Mary St.
Garden City, KS 67846
(620) 290-2121
ryan.seachris@hampeloil.com
www.hampeloil.com

Imogene Ingredients
Joe Knopp
801 Ashworth Rd.
West Des Moines, IA 50265
(402) 340-3323
jknopp@imogeneingredients.com 
www.imogeneingredients.com

Kansas Soybean Commission
Dennis Hupe
1000 S.W. Red Oaks Pl.
Topeka, KS 66615
(785) 271-1040
hupe@kansassoybeans.org
www.kansassoybeans.org

Kubota Tractor Corporation
Bruce Spidle 
31700 W. 207 St.
Edgerton, KS 66021
bruce.spidle@kubota.com
www.kubotausa.com

KEY Apparel
Brian Comstock
400 Marble Rd.
Fort Scott, KS 66701
(620) 223-2000 Ext. 367 
ppbarnes@keyapparel.com
www.keyapparelstore.com
 
Multimin USA
Ddee Haynes
2809 E. Harmony Rd. Ste. 190
Fort Collins, CO 80528
(970) 372-2302
dhaynes@axiota.com
www.multiminusa.com

RanchLand Feed, LLC.
Dealer: ADM Alliance Nutrition
Greg Davis
2346 KS 58 Hwy.
Madison, KS 66860
(620) 340-9534
ranchlandfeeds@gmail.com
 
 

Rock Solid Concrete Products
Hollie Hastings 
702 S.W. 4th St. Ste. 3
Ankeny, IA 50023
(308) 325-8713
hollie@agcompactedconcrete.com
www.concretegenius.com

Vitalix, Inc.
Travis Taylor
1820 10th Ave.
Sidney, NE 69162
(816) 592-3000
ttaylor@vitalix.com
www.vitalix.com

WH Scale Company, Inc.
Marilyn Waggle
4145 N.W. 25th St.
Topeka, KS 66618
(785) 357-5191
whscalecompany@aol.com
www.whscale.com

Wilson Trailer Sales
Ray Ridgway
2730 E. Trail St.
Dodge City, KS 67801
(620) 225-6220
ray.ridgway@wilsontrailer.com
www.wilsontrailer.com

Wraith, Scarlett & Randolph  
Insurance Services, Inc.
Coffman Liggett
509 Bush St.
Woodland, CA 95695
(620) 947-4323
coffmanl@wsrins.com
www.wsrins.com

Thank you to all of our Convention Exhibitors!

Kansas Cattlemen’s Association Board of Directors an-
nounces the appointment of Matthew Steele as the 
new CEO and Executive Director.  Previously, Matt 
was the Section Chief of the Livestock Waste Man-
agement Program at KDHE.  He is a Professional En-
gineer in the state of Kansas and has worked as an 
engineer in the region for 17 years in the private and 
public sectors and in both the Civil and Agricultural En-
gineering fields.  Matt holds a Ph.D. in Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and M.S. and B.S. degrees in Biological and Ag-
ricultural Engineering from Kansas State University.  
 
Matt grew up in Scott City where his family owned and 
operated Steele and Son’s Feedyard.  Growing up on a 
western Kansas feedyard shaped his choice to pursue 
agricultural engineering, specifically in the area of soil and 
water.  Matt is the owner of Steele Engineering, LLC., an 
engineering and environmental services firm.

Areas that Matt plans to focus on at KCA are member 
growth, producer alternative marketing opportunities, 
and public outreach.  At this year’s convention we were 
introduced to several alternative marketing ideas that can 
be applied here in Kansas both individually and as an 
association.  Through public outreach both to producers 
and consumers positive growth of the association can be 
realized as we demonstrate our mission to be stewards 
and advocates for independent cattlemen.

Together, Matt and his wife, Megan, have 5 children; Jae-
lynn, Cooper, Trig, Remi Kate, and Colt.  The Steele fam-
ily currently resides in Manhattan where they are active 
in their kids’ school, Flint Hills Christian School.  Faith, 
Family, and Liberty are the guiding principles for Matt and 
his family.  Matt states, “without a strong faith-centered 
family, strength, success, and courage in the day can be 
difficult.” 

KCA Appoints Matthew Steele as CEO /  Executive Director
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Don't Go Out  
Of State For  
Your Mixer 
Service!

Dodge City 
620.225.1142 
Scott City 
620.872.1100

Sales & Service 
for Kansas

Rotary and Vertical Feed  
Mixers, Feed Delivery  
Boxes, and Manure  
Spreaders for every  
size of operation.

Service and  
Factory support
Dodge City and  
Scott City, Kansas

KS East of Hwy 23 
& Eastern OK
Dan Latourell
C: 620-338-0207

Southeast CO,  
KS West of Hwy 23  
& Western OK  
except Panhandle
Wally Stimpert
C: 620-338-0090

A1

www.rotomix.com

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH FOR 
YOUR LIFE AND MEDICAL INSURANCE?

Call Jim ~ The Answer Man!

Phillips Insurance: 800-373-9559
Charter Member of KCA

Select
Agricultural Engineering Associates, Inc.
Central Livestock, LLC.
Countryside Feed, LLC.
Edwards Cattle Co.
Emporia Livestock Sales
Eureka Livestock Sales, LLC.
Farmers & Ranchers Livestock
First Bank Kansas
Goode Ranch
High Plains Farm Credit
Livestock Nutrition Center
Midwest Mixer Service, LLC. 
Mixer Center Ulysses
NBO3 Technologies, LLC.
Paola Livestock Auction
PrairieLand Partners - John Deere
Redd Summit Advisors
Rex Stanley Feed Yard, Inc.
Schreiber Red Angus
Suther Feeds
Trivista Dodge City, LLC.
Wildcat Feeds, LLC.
Zeitlow Distributing Co.
Zoetis

Contributors
American AgCredit
BTI
AgRisk Advisors
El Dorado Livestock Auction, Inc.
Farmers Alliance Insurance
Fort Scott Livestock Market, Inc.
Harris Crop Insurance, LLC.
Hwy. 54 Livestock Market
Horizon Farm & Ranch Realty, LLC.
Laflin Ranch
Landoll Company, LLC.
LeRoy Cooperative Association, Inc.
Linn Post and Pipe, Inc.
Livestock Forage Services, LLC.
New York Life Insurance Co.
Nutrition Solutions
Oakley Livestock Commission Co.
Producers Cooperative Association 
Rezac Livestock Commission Co.
Skyland Grain, LLC.
Sunflower Bank
Tallgrass Prairie Land and Cattle, Co.
Tasker Trucking, LLC. 
Twin Rivers Vet. Supply
Western Feed Mills, Inc.
Winfield Livestock Auction
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by John McDonald

The Kansas Cattlemen’s Association held its annual 
benefit auction on Saturday evening of the 24th Annu-
al KCA Convention.  Andrew Miller provided his auc-
tioneering skills for the event.  Monies raised from the 
benefit auction support KCA and the KCA and GoBob 
Scholarship Program.

This year, KCA members Dallas and Sarah Luthi do-
nated a High Bred Simmental heifer for the rollover 
auction.  Possession of the heifer was sold to the high-
est bid by Jim and Janie Barber for a total of $2,975.  
Including rollover, the grand total raised for the auction 
was $20,680 

Thank you to the many donors and participants for the 
contributions and efforts in helping make the 24th An-
nual KCA Benefit Auction a huge success!  Additional-
ly, a special thank you to Kim Woodall and Tyler Dupy 
for working on-site during the convention to coordinate 
the benefit auction and to Wyatt Miller, Emery Mills,  
and Codie Cannon  for providing their professional 
modeling skills.  

Special Thank you to All of the Participants of the 2022 Benefit Auction
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Thank you to all of our Convention Exhibitors!

Kansas Cattlemen’s Association Board of Directors an-
nounces the appointment of Matthew Steele as the 
new CEO and Executive Director.  Previously, Matt 
was the Section Chief of the Livestock Waste Man-
agement Program at KDHE.  He is a Professional En-
gineer in the state of Kansas and has worked as an 
engineer in the region for 17 years in the private and 
public sectors and in both the Civil and Agricultural En-
gineering fields.  Matt holds a Ph.D. in Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and M.S. and B.S. degrees in Biological and Ag-
ricultural Engineering from Kansas State University.  
 
Matt grew up in Scott City where his family owned and 
operated Steele and Son’s Feedyard.  Growing up on a 
western Kansas feedyard shaped his choice to pursue 
agricultural engineering, specifically in the area of soil and 
water.  Matt is the owner of Steele Engineering, LLC., an 
engineering and environmental services firm.

Areas that Matt plans to focus on at KCA are member 
growth, producer alternative marketing opportunities, 
and public outreach.  At this year’s convention we were 
introduced to several alternative marketing ideas that can 
be applied here in Kansas both individually and as an 
association.  Through public outreach both to producers 
and consumers positive growth of the association can be 
realized as we demonstrate our mission to be stewards 
and advocates for independent cattlemen.

Together, Matt and his wife, Megan, have 5 children; Jae-
lynn, Cooper, Trig, Remi Kate, and Colt.  The Steele fam-
ily currently resides in Manhattan where they are active 
in their kids’ school, Flint Hills Christian School.  Faith, 
Family, and Liberty are the guiding principles for Matt and 
his family.  Matt states, “without a strong faith-centered 
family, strength, success, and courage in the day can be 
difficult.” 

KCA Appoints Matthew Steele as CEO /  Executive Director
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Livestock Mortality Management
The rare, but catastrophic large number mortality events 
that occur in livestock production gained national spot-
light this year with the heat related deaths of cattle in 
Southwest Kansas.  The rarity and the number of ani-
mals involved helped fuel the conspiracy theories and 
public uncertainties regarding the event.  Kansas has 
two agencies that do respond to these events and both 
did a great job.  The Kansas Department of Health En-
vironment Bureau of Field Services aided in the final 
disposition of mortalities and the Kansas Department 
of Agriculture Division of Animal Health provided infor-
mation to the public as to how this type of event occurs.   

There are a number of reasons for large mortality livestock 
events, which is not today’s topic.  What happens when 
these do occur regardless of the cause (assuming weath-
er or disease related)?  For a permitted livestock feeding 
operation, a call is placed to KDA and KDHE to alert the 
agencies of the event and get resources and personnel in 
play.   For many of these operations one item is already 
in play, the preselection of an emergency burial site with 
KDHE.  This site has been selected with consultation with 
the facility and KDHE technical staff including a site visit 
to the proposed location by field staff.  Allow this site is 
pre-selected filed with KDHE a final approval from KDHE 
and the County Commissioners is required prior to use.  

Most often this site is not used, as it is set up for an 
event that would require the disposal of the entire facility.  
Typically, events are much smaller but still catastroph-
ic.  Basically, in the event of a large mortality incident 
there are three options; burial on producer owned prop-
erty, composting either at the facility or nearby, and dis-
posal at a permitted solid waste landfill.  Each of these 
options has pros and cons based on but not limited to 
cost, personnel requirements, environmental consider-
ations, land requirements, event cause, and time of year.   

Burial operations when soil types, depth to groundwater, 
facility location can provide a fairly quick option.  Com-
posting can provide a option that retains the nutrient 
contained in the carcass for agronomic use however re-
quires time and labor.  Lastly, there are times when there 
is a permitted solid waste land nearby that will take the 
mortalities.  This route comes with tipping fees and is not 
common.

For daily mortality losses these same options are avail-
able for permitted facilities and unpermitted facilities 
can utilize composting if their site is less than ½ acre in 
size.  KDHE in the last few years has worked to make 
the process of utilizing mortality management options 
other than rendering better for Kansas producers.  This 
includes the development of Policy that outlines rec-
ommendations and requirements for these options.  A 
new option that has been added during this time is 
aboveground composting.  Basically, this is a shallow 
burial that promotes carcass degradation by soil mi-
crobes and uptake of nutrients by crops or native plants. 

For more information contact Matt at the KCA office.
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Ballot Correction
Ballot Item #1 COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABEL-
ING
Be it resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion supports Mandatory Country of  Origin Label-
ing on all imported and mixed origin cattle and beef, 
where the importer will bear the burden of  proof  and 
cost. 
 
Be it further resolved that United States Depart-
ment of  Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services imme-
diately remove livestock from the U.S. Department of  
the Treasury 304(a)(3)(J)  “J-List”, thereby requiring 
all imported cattle to be marked with a permanent, 
visible mark of  origin as a condition of  entry into the 
United States. 
 
Be it further resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s 
Association and the Kansas Animal Health Depart-
ment makes every effort to implement permanent, 
mandatory visual identification of  all imported cattle.  
 
Be it further resolved that the Kansas Cattlemen’s 
Association supports legislation and/or regulation 
which requires beef  promoted as “USA Beef ” be 
born, raised, and harvested in the USA. 
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